



RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD OF

THE TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA

RESOLUTION NUMBER HPB 2009-07
A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD OF FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA:

WHEREAS,  the Local Planning Agency of the Town of Fort Myers Beach, Florida, serves as the historic preservation board for the Town of Fort Myers Beach ("HPB") pursuant  to Chapter 22, Article II, Division 2, Section 22-71 and Chapter 30, Section 30-56(b) of the Land Development Code ("LDC") of the Town of Fort Myers Beach;  and 

WHEREAS, the HPB is vested with the power, authority and jurisdiction to designate, regulate and administer historical, cultural, archaeological, and architectural resources in the Town, pursuant to LDC Section 22-71;  and 

WHEREAS, the HPB has the power and duty to designate eligible historic resources, evaluate the significance and eligibility of historic resources for designation pursuant to Chapter 22 of the LDC, and to record and maintain records of the actions and decisions of the HPB, pursuant to Section 22-74 of the LDC; and 

WHEREAS,  Section 22-201(1) of the LDC requires the HPB to consider an owner’s written petition for such designation when it is accompanied by sufficient information to warrant further investigation of the property and to aid in the preparation of a designation report, and 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fort Myers Beach(applicant”) is the  owner of the structure called Seven Seas (also referred to as the Newton home), with a  physical address of 4650 Estero Boulevard, Fort Myers Beach, Lee County, Florida 33931 and a STRAP Number of 29-46-24-W3-0080H.0010 and with a legal description as set forth on Exhibit A, which is hereby incorporated by reference (the “subject property”);  and

WHEREAS, the Town of Fort Myers Beach has filed a written petition for designation of  the subject property  as an individual historic resource by the HPB pursuant to Section 22-201 of the LDC; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the petition for designation of the Seven Seas structure was legally advertised and held before the Historic Preservation Board of the Town of Fort Myers Beach, Florida on March 10, 2009, with the affidavit of publication attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and hereby incorporated by reference; and 

WHEREAS, at such hearing, the HPB gave full and complete consideration to the  petition for designation of the Seven Seas structure, recommendations of staff, the documents in the file, and the testimony of all interested persons. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORT MYERS BEACH, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

THE HPB APPROVES/DOES NOT APPROVE  the designation of the Seven Seas structure located on the subject property as an historic resource pursuant to LDC Chapter 22 and specifically LDC Section 22-204(a) et seq.,  subject to the condition set forth below: 

1. The following list of features of the “Seven Seas” structure that require specific historic preservation treatments are hereby incorporated in this designation resolution: 

a) Interior cabinetry:  Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood.

b) Exposed structural and nonstructural interior wood finishes:  Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood where exposed.

c) Exterior wood: Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood.

d) Ventilation features: Maintain appearance of visible openings following rehabilitation.

e) Interior flooring: Preserve natural wood or replace with similar natural wood.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
Based upon the presentations by Applicant, staff, and other interested parties at the hearing, and review of the application (inclusive of the report provided by Renker Eich Parks, Architects, which is attached to the application) and the standards for designation of a structure as an historic  resource,  the HPB makes the following findings and reaches the following conclusions:

1. The Seven Seas property DOES/DOES NOT qualify for designation as an historic resource pursuant to LDC Section 22-204(a), based upon:

a.  its significance in the Town’s history, architecture, archaeology or culture, or for its integrity of location, design setting, materials, workmanship, or associations (select any that apply), and 
b. its being associated with (select one or more criteria from Sec 22-204(a)(1).  

2. The Seven Seas property HAS/DOES NOT HAVE ARCHITECTURAL OR AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE pursuant to the requirements of LDC Section 22-204(c) for these reasons:
a. The Seven Seas home was built by Jim and Ellie Newton between 1952 and 1953 in the Vernacular (also known as Florida Vernacular) style, at a time when the Ranch home was more popular.  True to this architectural style, the house was built to reflect the beach-front and Florida environment within which it exists.  However, the Seven Seas home is not exclusively Vernacular, but contains mid-century modernist influences.  An addition was added to the original home in 1960.  Including the addition, the house contains 1,796 square feet to interior living space, with a rear lanai/porch containing 504 square feet and a front porch of 40 square feet.  
b. The house is oriented in a linear fashion to create a vista of the Gulf of Mexico from most rooms.  As is traditional with Vernacular architecture of this period, emphasis was placed on the need to utilize the breezes of Florida to counter the warm climate, in this case with screened vent openings and interior wood openings along the eaves.  The exterior walls of the home include red cypress from the Everglades.   Exterior photographs of the home are included in the staff report and/or application. 
c. The  interior of the home is noteworthy for its fine craftsmanship, common to such beach homes built in the 1950’s.  The flooring consists of yellow pine.  Distinctive interior details include natural finishes, exposed rafters, built-in kitchen cabinets of similar natural finish, bi-fold doors separating the living area from the waterfront porch, and original utility fixtures. Interior photographs of the home are included in  the staff report and/or application. 
d. The building embodies the characteristics of an architectural style, period, and method of construction typical on Estero Island in that 1940s and 1950s.
3. The Seven Seas property HAS/DOES NOT HAVE HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE pursuant to the requirements of LDC Section 22-204(b) for these reasons:  

a. It served as a central cultural location for residents of Fort Myers Beach during the postwar period due to the hospitality of the Newtons.  
b. Mr. Newton’s book “Uncommon Friends” describes his experiences with influential celebrities during his early years living in Fort Myers and through his world-wide work with the Moral Re-Armament movement.  When some of these celebrities visited the Newtons at their beach home, the Newtons would invite other residents to meet them.  A list of the notable people claimed to have visited the Newtons, including leaders of business, sports, government, religion, and the arts, is included in the staff report and/or the application.  
c. The Newtons’ involvement with people of national stature, along with Mr. Newton’s role in the postwar development of Estero Island, make the Newtons people of local cultural significance, even though some of the people referenced in this subparagraph did not actually visit the “Seven Seas” structure.
4. The Seven Seas property HAS/DOES NOT HAVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE pursuant to the requirements of LDC Section 22-204(d) for these reasons:  
a. (list reasons if HPB determines it DOES have such significance). 
The foregoing Resolution was adopted upon a motion by HPB Member​ _____ and seconded by HPB Member _________. Upon being put to a vote, the result was as follows:

Evie Barnes    



Rochelle Kay   
Alan Mandel    


Joanne Shamp  

Bill Van Duzer 


Dennis Weimer  

Joe Yerkes 
DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 10th  day of March, 2009.

HPB of the Town of Fort Myers Beach

By: ________________________________

Joanne Shamp,  HPB Chair
Approved as to legal sufficiency: 

ATTEST:

By:____________________

By: _____________________________

     Anne Dalton, Esquire

               Michelle D. Mayher, Town Clerk 

      LPA/HPB Attorney
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